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The University of

Montana

1990-1991

ANNUAL REPORT

Message from the president

George M. Dennison becam e The University o f Mon
tana's 1 6 th p resid en t in A ugust 1990. A U niversity
alumnus who grew up in western Montana, Dennison
earned UM bachelor's an d m aster’s degrees in history
before receiving a doctorate in th at fie ld a t the
U niversity o f W ashington. Before returning to his
alm a m ater , he was provost a n d vice p resid en t fo r
academ ic affairs a t W estern M ichigan University.

Like the rivers that flow from the
Continental Divide, The University
of Montana has nourished the
state’s cultural and economic
development for nearly a century.
In fact, the University and the state
have followed parallel paths,
responding to forces beyond
either’s capacity to control. Yet the
remarkable tenacity, endurance and
ingenuity of the people who
constitute the state and the
University together explain the
resiliency and vibrancy of the two
intertwined communities.
A state is its people, as a
university is its faculty, staff and
students. In this instance, as in all,
the institutions draw their unique
and dynamic attributes from the
character of their people.

During the year since my return
to Montana, where I grew up and
enjoyed as fine an education as any
available, I have observed a latent
potential awaiting its realization.
The University has much to offer
the people of Montana, and the
faculty is poised to respond to
identified needs. Recent actions of
the Legislature have released some
of that latent energy, and the
people of the state will soon realize
the benefits.
As examples, we now have
funding commitments to ensure
that the School of Business
Administration will realize its
longstanding goal of a new
building large enough to
accommodate its faculty and
students; that the Montana
Repertory Theatre will continue
and expand its performances,
workshops and seminars throughout
the state; that the Flathead Lake
Biological Station will continue to
conduct the cutting-edge research
that has distinguished it since its
establishment in 1899; that the
School of Pharmacy and Allied
Health Sciences will continue to
prepare young people for important
work in the health care industry of
the state and beyond; and that the
University will at last deliver public
television to the people o f western
Montana through cooperation with
Montana State University. It strikes
me that the University’s record of
accomplishment and service has
posted a rather significant increase
during this year.
But more. The University has on
its agenda some very ambitious
activities and projects resulting
from the accomplishments of its
faculty. As the state’s center for

biotechnology, we intend to fulfill
that mandate and nourish an
industry with the potential to
transform the state’s economy. As
the recipient of a grant from the
federal government, we have in
progress a project that promises to
reinvigorate the timber industries
of Montana by providing a new
approach to product development.
A generous endowment has set in
motion an interdisciplinary program
o f regional studies, the Center for
the Rocky Mountain West. W ith
assistance from the Montana
Science and Technology Alliance,
Atlantic Richfield Corp. and the
U S WEST Foundation, we have
established the Montana
Entrepreneurship Center to help
launch new enterprises and to
identify venture capital to finance
the diversification of Montana's
economy.
In the terms of Norman
Mclean’s famous novella centered
in Missoula, the state of Montana
has a river running through it, a
vigorous University stream that
nourishes the intellectual growth of
its people. As the state has
developed, so has the University.
We believe the reverse of that
statement holds true as well: As
this University develops, so will the
state. During the next century, we
intend to demonstrate the strength
of our commitment.

George M. Dennison
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1990-91: Forging ahead

Blackfeet N ation C h ief Earl O ld Person gives th e benediction a t th e inauguration o f George M. Dennison
as th e U niversity's 16th president.

A new president, new programs,
and record levels of enrollment and
grant funding helped make
1990-91 a year of challenge and
achievement at The University of
Montana.
When George M. Dennison took
office as the University’s 16th
president Aug. 15, 1990, he began
mapping a course for the
institution’s future with an
emphasis on diversity, community,
and excellence in research and
creative activities.
Cultural diversity is essential to
University and community vitality,
he said, emphasizing international
influences and Native American
issues. The institution moved
toward greater diversity in its
faculty and student body,
establishing a 10-year plan for
increasing the number of enrolled
students from under-represented
populations.

“ Through the recognition and
celebration of diversity,’’ Dennison
said in his Nov. 16 inaugural
address, “ a society ... makes
possible novel alternative
arrangements that give rise to a
new vibrancy in civic, cultural,
economic and political affairs.’’
He also stressed the University’s
integral role in fostering
community literacy by establishing
strong communication with state
and local residents.
“ We in the University have a
primary responsibility to assist the
public to translate the information
barrage from all sides into the
knowledge essential to cultural
development,*’ he said. “ We will
fulfill this responsibility only if we
begin by listening to the ongoing
conversation to identify the felt
needs and concerns resurgent in the
public m ind.’’
Before the first month of his

presidency was over, Dennison
communicated with great numbers
of Montanans through the
University’s third annual bus tour.
The eastern Montana tour, dubbed
“ Grizzlies at Home on the High
Plains,’’ covered 1,200 miles in five
days, visiting 21 Montana
communities and offering
workshops to students from 61
high schools. Other tour events
included public forums, alumni
receptions and main street visits.
Forty-five University faculty and
administrators participated, often
splitting the delegation to reach
several audiences at once. The
whirlwind tour, intended to
strengthen ties between the
University and eastern Montana
residents, was pronounced a
rousing success.
Montanans and citizens
throughout the region will benefit
from another University program
launched in 1990-91. The Center
for the Rocky Mountain West, still
taking shape, will examine the
diverse and distinctive Western
character through interdisciplinary
study in all fields of the
humanities. Native American
cultures, public policy,
contemporary events and rural life
will be integral aspects of that
study.
University enrollment hit an alltime high of 10,055 in fall quarter
1990, and that record-setting pace
continued through winter and
spring quarters.
It was also a year for faculty
achievements. Research funding
passed the $10 million mark,
surpassing the previous year’s level
by 31 percent. History Professor
David Emmons’ book, “ The Butte

I

Irish: Class and Ethnicity in an
American Mining Town,
1875-1925,” was selected by the
Western History Association as the
best book dealing with the 20th
century American West in the past
two years. Paul Lauren, director of
the Maureen and Mike Mansfield
Center, traveled to Geneva,
Switzerland, in December to
deliver the opening lecture at a
special United Nations conference
on human rights and racial
discrimination. Native American
Studies Director Henri Mann
Morton was named the first
national coordinator for the
American Indian Religious Freedom
Act Coalition. Visiting Assistant
Professor Brian Sharkey, who
directs the University’s Human
Performance Laboratory, was
elected president of the American
College of Sports Medicine.
Faculty prowess drew the
national media to the University
three times during the year. In
September The Travel Channel
interviewed creative writing
Professor William Kittredge and
other noted Missoula authors for a
half-hour program on “ Literary
Missoula.” The Learning Channel
taped forestry Professor Nellie Stark
delivering a May lecture and
leading students on a field trip at
Lubrecht Experimental Forest. The
hour-long program on Stark is part
of a new TLC lecture series that
showcases top professors at leading
universities. In June a public
television documentary crew filmed
paleontologist George Stanley in
the classroom and at fossil sites in
the mountains of northeastern
Oregon for a program featuring the
University geology professor’s

research on ancient coral reefs.
Mathematics department
Chairman Johnny Lott co-wrote the
state’s application for a $9-9
million National Science
Foundation grant, awarded in May,
to revolutionize the mathematics
curriculum for grades nine through
12. The University will play a
major role in the five-year project
to develop and publish curriculum
and assessment materials, and to
help school districts incorporate
technology into all levels of
mathematics education.
“ I think something important is
going to happen here ... something
bigger than the money, that will
have longer-lasting impact,” said
Ray Murray, associate provost for
research and economic
development. “ I see The University
of Montana, in cooperation with
Montana State University and the

Office of Public Instruction, having
an opportunity to change the
whole way that children are taught
mathematics in the 21st century.”
More good news for the
University came from the Montana
Legislature, which approved $13
million in bonds to build a longneeded new building for the
School of Business Administration.
The University will raise the
additional $1.8 million to fund the
building, a feat made considerably
easier by alumnus Bill Gallagher’s
$1 million donation. The business
school, the largest academic unit in
the Montana University System,
outgrew its current building in the
mid-1970s and has been forced to
scatter its faculty offices, classrooms
and vital operations throughout the
campus. At about 100,000 square
feet, the new building will be
nearly four times the size of the

Jim Sem m elroth, the lab technician fo r th e Physics D em onstration Room , dem onstrates th e acceleration
o f a fallin g o b ject to a group o f eighth-grade students from Bonner Elem entary School. D uring w inter
quarter, m ore than 1,500 p eo p le visited th e room design ed to m ake physics fundam entals fun.
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current business building.
Other special legislative
appropriations included about
$400,000 to boost the pharmacy
school’s funding, a necessary step
in the successful effort to secure
that school’s accreditation;
$184,000 for the Flathead Lake
Biological Station; $180,000 for the
Montana Repertory Theatre; and
$180,000 for a public television
linkup with Montana State
University.
On the national front, Congress
earmarked $100,000 in its
appropriations bill for studying the
feasibility of establishing a wood
products research laboratory at the
University. The funding will cover
a yearlong study of the possibility
of developing a laboratory focused
on researching and promoting
value-added wood products. Those
products, such as doors, furniture
and window frames, would require
processing and manufacturing of
Montana timber within the state,
boosting the state’s economy and
employment base. Currently, about
87 percent of the lumber produced
in Montana leaves the state without
further manufacturing.
The year brought another
significant boon to Montana’s
economy, the Montana
Entrepreneurship Center. The new
center is based in the University
business school, with regional
offices at Montana State University
and Eastern Montana College. The
center links business owners and
entrepreneurs with the information,
expertise and facilities they need to
make their ventures successful and
contribute to the growth and
diversification of Montana’s
economy. It is funded by the

(continued)

Kay Lutz-Ritzheimer, executive director o f the M ontana Entrepreneurship Center, discusses a project with client
Robert McCue, center, president o f Tour Information Systems, a n d the center's database manager, Bob Campbell.

Montana Science and Technology
Alliance, U S WEST Foundation
and Atlantic Richfield Corp.
University athletes contributed
their share to the year’s
achievements. The University
hosted Big Sky basketball
tournaments for both men and
women, and the Grizzlies and Lady

Griz both emerged as conference
champions, advancing to the
NCAA playoffs. In football, the
Grizzlies enjoyed their fifth
consecutive winning season.
In a different type of
competition, two second-year
University law students defeated 11
other teams to win the national
client-counseling title, then traveled
to London to represent the United
States in international competition.
Although University students
consistently excel in the American
Bar Association’s various practical
skills competitions for students, this
was the law school's first national
championship since a moot-court
Forward D elvon Anderson gets by UNLV forward
Stacy Augm on in the G rizzlies' first-rou nd 1991
NCAA tournam ent gam e in Tucson, A riz. For the
first tim e in school history, th e G riz an d the Lady
G riz won Big Shy Conference cham pionships in the
sam e season; right: UM students Jessica Strand, left,
a n d A lexis Crum p perform in P. D . Q. Bach s comic
opera “ The Ston ed G uest. " UM ’s Opera Workshop
a n d Cham ber Chorale h it the road this spring to
bring varied m usical entertainm ent to northwestern
Montana.

victory in 1981.
International programs prospered
in 1990-91. The University joined
the International Student Exchange
Program, dramatically increasing
students’ opportunities to study
abroad. The program enables the
University to swap students with
103 foreign institutions in 34
countries from Finland to Fiji.
Previously, the institution offered
direct student exchanges with only
three nations.
In October the campus took on a
distinctly Oriental flavor during a
five-day festival honoring
Montana’s Japanese sister state,
Kumamoto Prefecture. Highlights
of Japan Week included
performances by the famed
Takamori Drums, demonstrations
of the sword-wielding arts of kendo
and iai-do, films, lectures and
other events ranging from classical
Japanese dance to country-western
music.
Ties with Japan were further
strengthened in March when the
University’s director of international
programs visited Tokyo to forge a
relationship with Japan’s major
international development
organization, Japan International
Cooperation Agency. The
relationship with JICA could lead
to joint endeavors to tackle such
Third World problems as health
and nutrition, natural-resource

management and training of policy
makers.
Japan’s Emerging Role in the
World was the theme of the 1991
Mansfield Conference, which drew
two of that nation’s most
influential figures, JICA President
Kensuke Yanagiya and Takako
Doi, a legislator and peace
advocate considered to be the most
famous woman in Japan. The May
conference marked the first time
Yanagiya, the highest-ranking
career official in the Japanese
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, had
ever delivered a speech in the
United States. ^—

U n iversity
P resid en t
George M. Dennison, left,
stands w rapped in a star
q u ilt as Blackfeet N ation
C h ief Earl O ld Person
honors him w ith an Indian
name, Fast Buffalo, fo r his
work in prom oting educa
tio n a l opportun ities fo r
M ontana N ative A m eri
cans.

America’s representation on the
conference roster was also
impressive, including Senate
Foreign Relations Committee
Chairman Claiborne Pell and
Columbia University history
Professor Carol Gluck. The
highlight of the conference was its
closing speech by alumnus and
statesman Mike Mansfield, who
returned to campus for the first
time in a decade to speak at the
gathering that bears his name.
Montanans turned out by the
thousands to hear this native son,
whose distinguished public career
includes 16 years as Senate majority
leader and 11 years as U.S.
ambassador to Japan.
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98 years of progress
On Feb. 17, 1893, Montana’s
third Legislature chartered The
University of Montana “ to provide
the best and most efficient manner
of imparting to young men and *
women, on equal terms, a liberal
education and thorough knowledge
of the different branches of
literature, science and the arts.’’
It was a tall order for a fledgling
institution in a frontier state not
yet four years old. But Montana’s
flagship university embraced its
mission with a commitment and
vision that continue to grow 98
years later.
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The University opened for classes
Sept. 11, 1895, using borrowed
quarters in a Missoula public
school. Five faculty members
taught 50 students in four fields of
study: classical, philosophical,
scientific and applied scientific.
The University’s librarian earned
$20 a month to oversee one room
with a table, a few chairs and 817
books.
Forty acres at the base of Mount
Sentinel were donated for the
campus, and the University’s first
two buildings—University
(commonly known as Main) Hall
and Science Hall—were built in
1898.
Most of the University’s first 50
students were between 13 and 17
years old, and the institution
doubled as a prep school for those
not prepared for college. That
situation changed quickly, and by
1907 about 260 University students
were doing graduate-level work.
Early faculty and student research
projects focused primarily on
gathering museum specimens and
learning about Montana’s geology,
plants and animals. Earl Douglas
I completed the University’s first
master’s thesis in 1899 after
trekking about 800 miles with
horses and wagons, gathering fossils
and studying Montana’s geology.
The institution’s academic scope
expanded greatly in the early
1900s. Rapid growth sometimes
resulted in makeshift quarters:
When the journalism school
opened in 1914, it was sheltered by
tents from Fort Missoula. Other
professional schools launched
between 1911 and 1918 were
music, forestry, pharmacy, law and
I business administration.
I

The University cam pus in 1910.

In 1899 the institution
established the Flathead Lake
Biological Station, which has since
become a major center for
ecological studies and freshwater
research. The University gained
another important research center
in 1937 when it acquired most of
its 28,000-acre Lubrecht
Experimental Forest, a living
laboratory for resource-management
studies.
The University sent the first in
its long line of Rhodes scholars to
Oxford in 1904. In the 1920s
students of the West’s first creative
writing program began circulating
the literary magazine The Frontier.
Many famous writers, including
Dorothy M. Johnson, A.B. Guthrie
Jr. and Vardis Fisher, got their start
at the University.
By the end of 1935, the
University had grown to include
the College of Arts and Sciences,
the School of Education and the
Graduate School.
Two world wars brought great
changes to the institution. Large
numbers of students and faculty
left campus for the military,
forcing the suspension of many
University activities. During World
War I the University devoted half
of its annual budget to establishing
the Student Army Training Corps
to prepare men for military service.
And in World War II all of UM’s
residence halls were emptied of
civilian students to provide housing
for military trainees. The
curriculum shifted to stress world
geography, resources and politics,
and summer session course titles,
including Civilian Pilot Training
and Postwar Educational Planning,
reflected the wartime emphasis.

Those who did not return from
the wars were remembered. Thirtytwo ponderosa pines were planted
on campus in 1919 to honor the
students who died in World War I.
In 1953 the University installed a
47-bell memorial carillon in Main
Hall’s tower to commemorate
student lives lost in World War II
and the Korean Conflict.
In post-war years, the University
increased its contributions to
communication and culture
through development of its School
of Fine Arts (which absorbed the
School of Music), the Montana
Repertory Theatre, the
Telecommunications Center and
public radio station KUFM.
Even through the financially
tight 1980s, the institution
continued to grow, adding to its
campus and its programs. In 1981
the Freshwater Research Laboratory
opened at the Flathead Lake
Biological Station. The Maureen
and Mike Mansfield Center and the
Lubrecht Forestry Research Center
began operations in 1983. A stateof-the-art Performing Arts/RadioTV Center opened in 1985, and
Washington-Grizzly Stadium
welcomed football fans the
following year.
Through the changes and
challenges of 98 years, the
University has continued to live up
to the slogan coined by its first
president, Oscar Craig: “ The
University of Montana—It shall
prosper.’’
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The University today
Much has changed in the 96
years since The University of
Montana opened its doors.
Enrollment has grown from 50 to
more than 10,000, and the faculty
that began with five members now
numbers 549- The campus,
originally 40 scrubby acres, has
expanded to 200 acres of tree-lined
lawns.
As the institution has grown, so
has the scope of its mission.
Today’s University is a major source
of research, continuing education,
economic development and
entertainment, as well as a driving
force in strengthening Montana’s
ties with foreign countries.
The University continues to be
the center of liberal arts education
in the state, balancing that core
commitment with intensive
programs of professional
preparation. Artists and scientists,
theorists and practitioners combine
to offer a diverse, stimulating
environment for education and
research.
The College of Arts and Sciences
is the heart of the institution,
offering courses in 67 disciplines
from African-American studies to
zoology. All University students
must take classes in the arts and
sciences to fulfill their generaleducation requirements and
develop skills in communication,
critical thinking, analysis and
scientific method.
Seven professional schools—
business administration, education,
fine arts, forestry, journalism, law,
and pharmacy and allied health
sciences—build on those skills to
prepare students for challenging
careers.
The institution is assigned

The Learning Channel videotapes forestry Professor N ellie Stark, wearing a strip ed sweater, explaining a
tree disease to her class. G eology Professor George Stanley a n d creative w riting Professor W illiam K ittredge
were also film e d fo r national television th is year.

exclusive responsibility within the
Montana University System for
instructional programs in
journalism, law, forestry, pharmacy,
physical therapy and social work. It
offers the state’s only graduate
degree programs in accounting,
business administration and
administrative sciences and has lead
responsibility for graduate offerings
in the humanities, the arts and the
social and behavioral sciences.
The University’s curriculum
extends far beyond its Missoula
campus, offering master’s degree
programs for students in Great
Falls, Helena, Billings and Dillon.
Its Dillon branch campus. Western
Montana College of The University
of Montana, also offers associate’s
and bachelor’s degree programs. In
all, the University offers bachelor’s

degrees in 58 areas, master’s
degrees in 56, doctoral degrees in
11 and associate’s degrees in eight.

Faculty and students
Faculty members conduct
groundbreaking research, write
award-winning books and offer
lectures, performances and seminars
throughout the community and
state. But, most of all, they teach,
communicating their ideas, energy
and love of learning to their
students. About 74 percent of all
University faculty members hold
the highest degree available in
their fields.
Student achievements reflect
faculty excellence. Twenty-five Uni-
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versity students
have been named
Rhodes scholars,
placing the
institution 18th
among the
nation’s public
institutions for
the prestigious scholarships.
Journalism graduates have gone on
to earn seven Pulitzer Prizes.
Accounting students "consistently
rank among the top 1 percent in
the nation in passing the certified
public accountant exam on the first
try. And University pharmacy
graduates who take the national
licensing exam consistently have a
100 percent success rate, passing on
the first try with scores higher than
the national average.
Graduates’ success in gaining
entry to medical, dentistry,
optometry and veterinary schools
exceeds the national average. The
most recent University graduate
survey, for 1989-90 graduates,
showed that 83 percent o f all
bachelor’s degree graduates were
employed in their field or activities
of their choice, as were 95 percent
of all master’s graduates and 93
percent of all doctoral graduates.
About 60 percent of those
graduates’ jobs are in Montana.

O utreach and p u b lic service
The University pumps about
$100 million into the local
economy every year and bolsters
the state’s economy through
Inset: The University ’s 25th Rhodes scholar is Bridget
Clarke; right: Former U.S. Senator a n d Am bassador
to Japan Mike M ansfield speaks on “Japan's Emerg
ing Role in the W o rld '' during th e 1991 conference
nam ed fo r th e U niversity alum nus a n d form er p ro 
fessor.

research and shared expertise. The
Montana Entrepreneurship Center
helps turn bright ideas into
successful enterprises, and the
Center of Excellence in
Biotechnology provides support for
the state’s growing biotechnology
industry.
An annual bus tour visits
communities throughout the state
to spread the word of the
University’s programs, hear local
concerns and provide faculty-led
workshops for high school students.
The Center for Continuing
Education and Summer Programs
each year holds hundreds of
conferences and workshops
attended by thousands of
Montanans across the state.
Citizens from throughout the
region come to the University’s
Mansfield Conference each year to
hear such internationally renowned
speakers as former President Jimmy
Carter, consumer advocate Ralph
Nader and SONY chairman Akio
Morita. The conference, and the
Maureen and Mike Mansfield
Center that sponsors it, is named
for alumnus Mike Mansfield,
former Senate majority leader and
U.S. ambassador to Japan. The
center’s classes, lectures,
seminars and confer- / "

ences focus on two basic areas:
modern Asian affairs, and ethics
and public affairs.
The Indian Law Clinic gives
University law students practical
experience in dealing with tribal
law and reaches out to the state’s
Native American population by
providing free services. The clinic
also serves as an information
resource center for the tribal
judiciary.
The School of Fine Arts offers a
whirlwind schedule of
performances, art exhibits and
concerts that entertain and
challenge the campus community
and draw people from all around
western Montana. University
productions hit the road, too,
bringing such features as the Opera
Workshop and Chamber Chorale to
area communities. A professional
theater troupe, the Montana
Repertory Theatre, tours
throughout the West each year.
Public radio station KUFM pairs
with its Great Falls associate KGPR
to bring entertainment and
information to some 350,000
Montana residents. Studentproduced television documentaries
air statewide, and legislative
reporting students write stories for
newspapers across the state.

The University today
In tern atio n al im pact

The U niversity resounded w ith th e b ea t o f Japanese
drum s during th e Japan W eek K um am oto Festival.

The University has strong
international ties, with 295 foreign
students from 46 countries,
summer programs for visiting
Japanese students, and strong
student and faculty exchange
programs. About 100 University
faculty members have international
experience and expertise. Each
spring the institution celebrates
International Quarter, offering
information and entertainment
with a foreign flair. The
International Student Association’s
International Week features a
variety of free events and exotic
foods, crafts and cultural
demonstrations.
Study-abroad programs take
students to Austria, France, Spain,
Mexico and the Soviet Union, and
the University offers language
instruction in Chinese, Japanese,
French, Spanish, German, Greek,
Latin and Russian.

(continued)

A lum ni
From Arabia to Zambia, Walla
Walla to Pago Pago, the
University’s alumni are scattered
across the globe. Some 45,500
living graduates have homes
overseas and in every U.S. state.
More than 21,600 of them have
stayed in Montana.
Armed with a strong educational
foundation, University graduates
have fanned out and become
lawyers, teachers, opera singers,
judges and accountants. Airplane
pilots and entrepreneurs,
ophthalmologists and pastors got
their starts at the University.
Alumni have gained fame in
many fields. Jeannette Rankin, a
1902 biology graduate, was the first
woman to serve in Congress, cast
the sole congressional vote against
entering World War II and
introduced the first bill to grant
women citizenship independent of
their husbands. Mike Mansfield
earned bachelor’s, master’s and
juris doctorate degrees here and
taught history at the University
before gaining fame in politics.
Carroll O ’Connor, a 1956
interpersonal communication
graduate, went on to acting fame
in TV’s A ll in the Family and In
the Heat o f the N ight. Author
Dorothy Johnson, a 1928 graduate
in English, is best known for three
short stories that became movies:
“ The Hanging Tree,’’ “ The Man
Who Shot Liberty Valance’’ and
“ A Man Called Horse.’’
—

Harold Urey, a 1917 chemistry
graduate, won the Nobel Prize in
atomic physics for discovering heavy
hydrogen and is credited with
major contributions to space
exploration. Clarence Streit, a 1920
journalism graduate, was
nominated for the Nobel Peace
Prize several times; his dream of
united democracies helped pave the
way for the creation of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization.
Kim Williams, who earned an
interdisciplinary master’s degree in
1980, was a nationally known
naturalist, author and commentator
for KUFM and National Public
Radio’s “ All Things Considered.’’
Paleontologist Jack Horner, who
studied geology at the University
during the 1960s and early ’70s
and holds an honorary doctorate, is
credited with triggering a
worldwide resurgence of interest in
dinosaurs. His fossil finds include
the first embryo dinosaur skeleton
and Montana’s state fossil,
Maiasaura peeblesorum.
University of Montana graduates
aren’t hard to find. They keep in
touch, contribute time and money,
return for Homecoming and play
active roles in their local alumni
chapters. Wherever they go, they
take their memories of Montana
with them.

K im W illiam s, Jack H om er a n d Carroll O ’Connor
are a fe w o f UM ’s fam ous alum ni.

Revenues and expenditures

Expenditures/
transfers
by program

Revenues/
transfers-in
by fund group

Research
& training
awards
1980-81

to
1990-91

For the year ending June 30, 1991

12

Research: The heart of academia
Research is the lifeblood of many
University of Montana programs.
Through a wide variety of projects,
researchers explore new ideas to
preserve the natural environment,
stimulate the state and local
economies, and improve services for
people with disabilities. And the
school’s strong research emphasis
benefits students, giving them the
opportunity to participate in
ground-breaking projects and the
skills to conduct their own research.
The University’s success in
attracting external research funds
reached a record high in 1990-91
with $10.04 million in grant
awards, an increase of 31 percent
over the previous year’s grant
awards. Funded projects were
scattered throughout the arts,
sciences and professional schools,
but the three leading grant
recipients were the Rural Institute
on Disabilities, $2.52 million; the
Division of Biological Sciences,
$2.19 million; and the School of
Forestry, $1.57 million.
Ongoing research projects explore
topics from ancient buffalo jumps
to diplomatic immunity, from
tourist travel to wolf ecology. A
forestry professor is part of NASA’s
24-member international team
working to build satellite
monitoring tools to study
“ greenhouse effect’’ vegetation
responses. A biological sciences
professor is searching for a way to
treat AIDS by studying a nearly
identical virus in cats.
Over the next five years,
University faculty will play a major
role in restructuring the way
mathematics is taught to children
and teen-agers in Montana and
beyond. The math department will

conduct a $3.7 million study to
revamp the mathematics curriculum
for grades six through eight and
play a major role in a separate but
related $9-9 million state project to
overhaul the math curriculum for
grades nine through 12.
The University’s first dedicated
research facility, the Flathead
Lake Biological Station, is the
oldest active biological research
station in the country, dating back
to 1899- Located on 160 acres at
Yellow Bay about 75 miles north of
Missoula, the station is one of the
nation’s leading facilities for
freshwater research and ecological
studies. Its 26-foot research boat is
tailored to the task of studying
Flathead Lake, the largest natural
freshwater lake west of the
Mississippi River.

The biological station draws
students from around the country
for hands-on biological study, and
can house up to 110 students in its
cabins and dorms. The station’s
programs include an eight-week
summer session. Other University
divisions take advantage of the
station’s picturesque setting as a
site for such conferences as the
annual Yellow Bay Writers’
Workshop.
The Center of Excellence in
Biotechnology is geared toward
boosting Montana’s economy by
providing scientific and technical
support for biotechnological
industries. Through that support,
the center aims to increase the
output and applications of
biotechnology products.
Created and chiefly funded by

UM biology Associate Professor Tom N orth 's fe lin e A ID S research aim s to f in d a way to stop th e deadly vim s
in cats a n d p eo p le.
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the Montana Science and
Technology Alliance in cooperation
with Montana State University, the
center is the state’s focal point for
promoting biotechnology. Recent
projects include isolating an anticancer agent from mustard-family
plants and developing the
computer software to run complex
biotechnological equipment.
When Montanans read about the
state’s economic future or recent
trends in major industries, chances
are the information came from the
University’s B ureau of B usiness
and Economic Research. A
function of the business school, the
43-year-old bureau researches and
analyzes various economic and
business-oriented issues, then passes
that information on to Montanans.
Research findings are published in
the bureau’s Montana Business
Quarterly, and the quarterly
Montana Poll gathers and
publicizes Montanans’ opinions on
economic issues.
As the business and economic
environment changes, the bureau
analyzes the trends. Its
comprehensive Economics Montana
forecasting system projects
employment and income levels
several years ahead. In recent years
the bureau has become the primary
source of public information on
Montana’s forest products industry,
regularly monitoring its
performance.
The M ontana Forest and
C onservation Experim ent
Station explores management
issues in wood products, recreation,
wilderness, water, wildlife, forage,
and the character and ecology of
wildlands. Established in 1937 by
the Montana Legislature, the

station conducts research at the
University’s Lubrecht Experimental
Forest and in other Montana
locations.
Using state and federal grants,
station researchers explore such
topics as fire ecology, forest insects
and small mammals. Recent work
has focused on the culture and
ecology of the Montana wild
huckleberry, riparian vegetation on
elk and bison winter range in
northeastern Yellowstone National
Park, and control of spotted
knapweed and leafy spurge.
The M o n tan a U niversity
A ffiliated R ural In stitu te on
D isab ilities coordinates an array
of grant-funded projects, all geared
to improve services for people with
disabilities in rural environments.
Projects aim to make all parts of
life—from day-care centers to
retirement programs—accessible to
people with disabilities, with an
emphasis on helping existing
programs, professionals and family
members provide services and meet
needs.
In cooperation with Community
Medical Center, the institute
recently opened an on-campus
interdisciplinary clinic that provides
clinical services to the public and
hands-on training for students in
many University disciplines. The
organization also helped develop a
thriving operation that puts
educational materials on computer
diskettes for people who are blind
or visually impaired.
Through these programs and
many others. University research
forms the vibrant core of campus
life, informing all aspects of
academia with its intensity of
inquiry and joy of discovery.

K irsten Stone, a senior in m icrobiology, loads elec
trophoresis g e l to separate nucleic a cid m olecules o f
varying lengths.
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An extraordinary environment for learning
Situated at the foot of Mount
Sentinel, with the Clark Fork of
the Columbia River marking its
northern boundary, the University
of Montana campus provides an
idyllic setting for academic and
recreational pursuits.
The 200-acre campus is compact
enough to cross between classes, yet
large enough to give a feeling of
Montana spaciousness. Broad grassy
expanses provide outdoor study
halls and gathering places, and
buildings range in age from five to
93 years.
The hub of the campus is the
Oval, a former carriageway now
used by pedestrians and bicyclists.
At opposite ends of the lawn-filled
Oval stand the University’s most
enduring symbols: stately Main
Hall, with its administrative offices
and 47-bell carillon, and a sevenfoot bronze statue of the
institution’s mascot grizzly bear.
Downtown Missoula is only a
footbridge away from campus. The
community is home to many
writers and artists, and the local
arts calendar lists a succession of
readings, gallery openings, plays
and concerts. Students are drawn to
the community’s businesses,
farmers’ market and lively cultural
offerings.
In turn, area residents support
their University. Students find
internships and jobs with local
businesses, and townspeople turn
out by the thousands for campus
sports events, performances and
lectures.
Economics ProfessorJohn D uffield, an a v id angler,
is one o f m any faculty, sta ff a n d students who take
advantage o f th e U niversity’s recreational oppor
tunities. H e's also researching th e non-m arket value
o f w ater when it's u sed by p eo p le to "produce
them selves a g o o d tim e .''

Learning th e ropes o f m ountaineering, senior Clara
H apner, to p , a n d sophom ore Charles M iller prac
tice on UM ’s clim bing wall.

Missoula’s Rocky Mountain
setting inspires artists and writers
and provides seemingly endless
recreational opportunities.
Wilderness areas, ski slopes, lakes
and rivers are located nearby, and
Glacier and Yellowstone national
parks lie within easy driving
distance.
Western Montana’s forests,
streams and mountains provide vast
natural laboratories, and University
faculty and students take full
advantage of this bounty. Vital
research is conducted off-campus at
such sites as the Lubrecht
Experimental Forest, Flathead Lake
Biological Station and Theodore
Roosevelt Memorial Ranch on the
Rocky Mountain Front.
Environment plays a key role at
The University of Montana, both in
its curriculum and its character.
Region, community and campus
combine, with each enhancing the
others.

15

Western Montana College: A big little school

Main H all is W estern M ontana College's adm inistra
tion building a n d landm ark fo r th e D illon campus.

Western Montana College of The
University of Montana is the
smallest campus in Montana’s
public higher education system.
But its mission—training
teachers—has played a big role in
Montana education for nearly a
century.
From the moment Western’s
1,000 students arrive on the
campus in Dillon, 170 miles
southeast of Missoula, they sense
the community atmosphere. The 57
faculty members emphasize
individual attention and hands-on
learning. And the academic
experience is enhanced by a
beautiful setting and easy access to
the Beaverhead River and the
historic Big Hole Valley.
Since Western’s founding in
1893, the school’s primary focus
has been on educating teachers to
serve in the rural areas of the state
and nation. Research in rural
education and outreach to the rural
community are vital extensions of
this role, and Western’s Rural

Education Center is nationally
recognized as a leader in its field.
The campus is home to Big Sky
Telegraph, an electronic bulletin
board that links more than 110
one- and two-room schools in rural
Montana. The system counteracts
the professional isolation of a rural
community; colleagues are only as
far away as the computer keyboard.
Its telecommunications base and
resource center have recently
expanded to cover community
outreach and global
entrepreneurship as well as rural
education.
Most Western students earn
bachelor’s degrees in elementary or
secondary education, and a
bachelor’s program in liberal
studies began in 1990. The
University of Montana offers a
master’s program in curriculum and
instruction on the Dillon campus,
and students can complete the first
two years of most University
programs at Western without losing
academic credit.

Associate degree programs in the
arts, sciences, business and
education offer students a diverse
range of academic options. Recently
initiated programs train students in
early childhood education and
tourism and recreation.
W estern’s longstanding
cooperative relationship with The
University of Montana was
formalized in July 1988, when the
two institutions were merged
administratively. Western functions
as a separately accredited,
independently budgeted branch
campus of the University.
Western combines the intimacy
of a small campus community with
the resources of a much larger
university, offering its students a
unique combination of rural
expertise, computer technology and
commitment to high-quality
education.

W M C em phasizes hands-on learning experiences.
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Celebrating the past, looking toward the future

Setting th e cornerstone fo r U niversity (Main) H all
on June 8, 1897. S itu a ted a t one e n d o f th e Oval,
th e structure houses adm inistrative offices a n d a
4 7 -b ell carillon.

During 1990-91 at The
University of Montana, the
accomplishments of the present
shared the stage with the past and
future. Preparations for the
University’s upcoming Centennial
revealed the richness of its first 98
years, and a special commission
addressed the challenges of its
second century.
The University will mark its
100th anniversary in 1993, and
planning for a yearlong celebration
is already under way. A Centennial
coordinator started work in April
and soon launched an oral history
project through which about 80
former students, faculty and
administrators will share their
memories of the University’s
unfolding history.
The institution’s forward gaze is
guided in part by the
recommendations of the Montana
Education Commission for the
Nineties and Beyond, appointed by
Gov. Stan Stephens to help chart a
course for the future of Montana’s
higher education system. The panel
delivered its report, “ Crossroads,”

in the fall of 1990, sparking
continuing discussions among
Commissioner of Higher Education
John Hutchinson, the Board of
Regents and representatives of
Montana’s universities and colleges.
The commis
sion’s recommen
dations coincide
with the Univer
sity’s goals of
fostering econom
ic development,
international con
nections and increases in research
and public service. The report also
reflects the University’s continual
struggle to stretch limited funding
to meet swelling enrollments
without sacrificing the quality of
each student’s education.
Recommendations include limits
on university enrollments, funding
parity with peer institutions, a
comprehensive student assessment
program, a more fully integrated
educational system and improved

transferability of credits within the
Montana University System.
Individually and as a part of the
University System, The University
of Montana is moving forward and
looking back, committed to
meeting the needs of the future
while upholding the ideals of the
past.

Inset: John M u dd chaired th e M ontana Education
Com m ission fo r th e N ineties a n d Beyond; above:
The Legislature's Education Subcom m ittee Chair Ray
Peck discusses the 1991 legislative session with Sheila
Steam s, vice p resid en t fo r university relations; b o t
to m right: Lori Read, a spring graduate in
dram a/dance, was a perform er a n d choreographer
fo r th e fa ll quarter dance concert.
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